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"Let us in all our lands ... including this land ... 
face forthrightly the multiplying problems of our multi- Brac 7 
plying populations and seek the answers to this most ab 
profound challenge to the future of all the world. Let 
us act on the fact that five dollars invested in popu- 
lation control is worth one hundred dollars invested in 


economic growth." 


President Lyndon B. Johnson 
United Nations Speech, June 25, 1965 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY APPOINTS A 
PRESIDENT 

Mr, Charles H. W, Foster has been 
appointed as the new President of The 
Nature Conservancy, Under the amended 
By-Laws this is now an appointed, psid 
position and the Board of Governors will 
elect a Chairman of the Board at the 
National Annual Meeting and Conference 
in September. 

In accepting this position, Mr. 
Foster resigned as the Commissioner of 
Natural Resources in Massachusetts, a 
position he has held for the last seven 
years. 

A graduate of Harvard College, Mr. 
Foster also holds a BS in Forestry and 
an MS in Wildlife Management from the 
University of Michigan, He has worked 
with both private and public resource 
management agencies and has served as 
chairman of the Cape Cod National Sea- 
shore Advisory Commission, chairman of 
the Massachusetts Water Resources Com= 
mission, state contact officer for the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and s meme- 
ber of the Northeastern Forest Research 
Advisory Committee. He will continue to 
serve 65 a member of the Advisory Coune- 
cil of the Public Land Law Review Com- 
mission, 

Mr. Foster will direct the expansion 
program being undertaken by Netional as 
a result of the $550,000 grant which the 
Ford Foundation will be providing over 
a three-year period. He will be taking 
an active role in the acquisition of 
Significant areas for preservation = 
many of these in close cooperation with 


(continued on page 6) 


EFFORTS TO SAVE OUR WETLANDS 


Major efforts are underway to en- 
courage preservation of wetlands, 
coastal and inland, in Connecticut. 

A group of concerned citizens who feel 
that action is needed to meet the wete= 
lands crisis NOW have formed the "Save 
the Wetlands Committee" whose purpose 
is: 'To establish a progrem for the 
preservation and protection of Connec= 
ticut's coastal and inland wetlands with 
due consideration of their value to the 
public health, marine fisheries, wild- 
life, and the protection of life and 
property.’ The Committee's program will 
consist of a three-pronged approach: 

1) Education and publicity; 2) Legis-= 
lation; 3) A revolving capital fund of 
$100,000 to assist towns in acquiring 
wetlands through the open space Grant= 
in-Aid program. 

One of their first activities has 
been to publish the enclosed pamphlet 
"Connecticut's Heritage of Beauty and 
Value.'' It is hoped that widespread 
circulation of this will begin the ef- 
forts on the first and third parts of 
their program, The Connecticut Chapter 
is most happy to support the work of the 
Save the Wetlands Committee. 

Additional copies of the pamphlet 
can be obtained upon request. Bulk 
numbers are availabe from the Committee 
for distribution et a price to cover the 
costs of the pamphlet. Thirty-five 
thousand have been ordered for distribu- 
tion throughout the State. Subsequent 
informative material on other wetland 


(continued on page 2) 


PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON CUSTOM 
GROUND APPLICATION OF DDT 


The Connecticut Board of Pesticide 
Control at its June meeting voted to 
hold sometime this Fall a public heating 
on whether or not to ban custom ground 
application of DDT in Connecticut. The 
exact date, time and place (presumably 
in Hartford) are to be decided later. 
This is a public hearing many of our 
membership may wish to attend - or, if 
itvis not possible to attend, to send in 
views in writing. 


The decision of the Board of Pesti- 
cide Control to hold the public hearing 
was, in part at least, the result of our 
Chapter's actions along-side those of 
the Pequot=-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Chapter Vice-Chairman Robert Kunz, as 
Curator of the Pequot-sepos Wildlife 
Sanctuary, corresponded with the Board 
of Pesticide Control on this subject. 
The trustees of the Sanctuary, recogni= 
zing the need to have careful control of 
ground use as well as aerial use of re- 
sidual chemical poisons, such as DDT, 
passed a resolution this Spring, similar 
to that which our Chapter passed at our 
1965 Spring Membership Meeting requesting 
that ground application of DDT be pro- 
hibited unless there is a public health 
emergency as determined by the State 
Health Department or an agricultural 
emergency as determined by the Department 
of Agriculture. 


Aerial use of DDT has already been 
prohibited by our Board of Pesticide Con-= 
trol and prohibition of custom ground 
application would be the next step in the 
elimination of this residual chemical 
poison from our environment. Prohibiting 
custom ground application would not stop 
individual home-owners from buying and 
using DDT products. Custom ground appli- 
cat ors are essentially those who are 
hired to spray trees, crops, etc. for 
other people. Custom ground application 
does not include the individual farmer 
who buys DDT and uses it himself on his 
own land. 


Our 


There is some uncertainty in the law 
whether or not prohibiting custom ground 
application would even control the State: 
or municipal departments. Ciarification 


WETLANDS 


subjects is being considered. 


(continued) 


Also concerned with our vanishing wete 
lands, the Connecticut College Arboretum 
has reprinted its excellent Bulletin #12 
entitled "Connecticut's Coastal Marshes" 
and our Chapter has purchased several 
thousand copies. Enclosed is an extract 
of the four-page Insert which has been 
added to this last reprint of the Bulle- 
tin. It relates some of the recent 
events affecting marshlands, some encou- 
raging, some not so encouraging, Each 
member of our Connecticut Chapter, upon 
request, will be sent a free copy of the 
entire forty=-page Bulletin. Additional 
copies are 40¢ each; bulk rates upon re- 
quest. 


Our Connecticut Chapter plans to pre- 
sent 1,000 copies of this Arboretum Bulle- 
tin to the Save the Wetlands Committee for 
their use. The Bulletin will, it is hoped, 
act as a source of more detailed informa-= 
tion on coastal marshes for persons whose 
interest is stimulated by copies of the 
enclosed "Connecticut's Heritage..." pam- 
phlet. 


Many of us may already have received 
a copy of the enclosed Wetland Committee 
pamphlet since distribution has been made 
by many conservation groups. If more than 
one comes to you, the extra could be passed 
on to someone you believe might be interes-= 
ted in this subject - perhaps your legis-= 
lator or Town Conservation Commission. 
The Wetland Committee's actions represent 
the joint effort of numerous conservation 
organizations, including sportsmen organi- 
zations, in our State and hopefully will 
be only the beginning of many such joint 
efforts for the benefit of all of us. We 
must have joint efforts if substantial 
and significant results are to be achieved. 
This is vitally so for conservation in 
Connecticut - but most critically so for 
our vanishing coastal wetlands. 


HEARING (continued) 


of coverage in such public or governmental 
use needs to be made in the 1967 Connecti- 
cut Genral Assembly. The bird or fish who 
is injured or killed by DDT does not know 
whether the chemical poison came for a li- 


censed tree sprayer, State Highway equip- 
ment,or a focal vagétable ener. . 
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THE WILDERNESS 


An article in the Spring edition of 
"Sanctuary", newsletter of the Long 
Island Chapter of The Nature Conservan- 
cy, remarked upon the fact that only a 
few years ago much of Long Island was 
undeveloped and to-day open land is 
rare. It also referred to difficult 
journeys undertaken by many to head 
out West to homestead on free governe- 
ment land.!.i\But what concerns this 
writer, and should concern all conser- 
vationists everywhere, was the comment 
that the homesteading process was not’ 
yet complete. 


To quote part of the article, ''The 
homesteading process is not yet com- 
pleted. Out in the far west, the govern- 
ment still owns land which has never 
been the property of anyone. It is still 
looking for people to acquire this land, 
only now it charges a nominal sum, 
rather than to give it away free. In 
the next six months the government will 
put up for sale, many tracts from 1 to 
1200 acres, in more than twelve states. 
This undertaking is a function of the 
Bureau of Land Management of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. Since 1955, 
nearly 55,000 persons have purchased 
such wilderness plots. The Bureau has 
460,000,000 acres of such wilderness land 
to seel to people who like to own a part 
of the wilderness. It seems inconcei-~ 
vable to us here in Long Island, strug- 
gling to save a few acres from the bull- 
dozer, that all this wild land lies out 
there to the west, unwanted." 


It seems inconceivable to this writer, 
also, that wilderness land is not being 
set aside by the Federal Government when 
it already owns it: Preservation of 
these lands, it would seem, would be 
merely a2 matter of transfer within the 
subdivisions of the Department of the 
Interior. We sll know of the tremendous 
effort and expense governmental agencies 
at various levels (and private groups, 
as well) are undertaking to acquire 
wilderness areas. Why not preserve what 
our federal government still retains of 
the public domain = a heritage of our 
country? Why not dedicate these re- 
mainging public wilderness areas for 
all of the citizens of the United States 
rather than selling them for nominal 
sums for private use? 


CONSERVATION AWARD PRESENTED TO CONSER= 
VANCY HEAD 


The Connecticut Chapter notes with 
especial pleasure that Dr. Richard H. 
Goodwin, of New London, former Chair-= 
man of our Connecticut Chapter and who 
has been serving as President of The 
Nature Conservancy, has received the 
1966 award of the White Memorial Foun- 
dation of Litchfield for work on be= 
half of conservation in Connecticut. 


Dr. Goodwin served as our National 
Conservancy President in 1958 and 
currently is completing a two-year 
term in this position. Last year he 
served full-time on a non-paid basis 
while taking a year's leave of ab- 
sence from his position as Chairman 
of the Botany Department at Connecti- 
cut College. This year he has been 
working on a part-time teaching 
schedule giving his remaining hours 
to lead our National organization into 
unprecedented (but vitally needed) 
conservation ventures. He has gained 
support for such a program with a 
grant from the Ford Foundation of 
$550,000 for operation funds so that 
the Conservancy might avail itself of 
critically needed staff during this 
period of growth. 


Dr. Goodwin's personal sacrifices 
represent the highest dedication one 
can give to the critical needs of pre- 
serving natural habitats. We concur 
in his recognition by the White Memo- 
rial Foundation as one of our most 
dedicated conservation leaders - both 
on the state and national level. 
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ASSESSMENTS AGAINST NATURAL AREAS 


The increasing population crush and 
the subsequent development of our Con- 
necticut countryside will cause more and 
more Natural Areas to be surrounded by 
intensive land uses such as housing, 
Along with this growth come the need for 
public services such as water lines, 
sidewalks, etc. to be carried along or 
under the roads abutting dedicated Na- 
tural Area properties. This raises a 
serious and unnecessary problem in the 
preservation of Natural Areas. 


When a front-foot type of assess- 
ment is made by a town or city for water 
lines, sidewalks, sewer lines, etc., the 
Connecticut Statutes new seem to say 
that abutting land used as a Natural, 
Conservation or Wildlife Area must pay 
the assessment in spite of the fact that 
such land is exempt from the normal 
annual local property taxes. The theory 
of a front-foot assessment is that the 
land assessed is 'benefited' and there- 
fore the owner of the land should pay 
the cost of the benefit received. One 
wonders how the flowers, trees, insects 
or birds 'benefit' from water lines, 
sewer lines or sidewalks. 


It is hoped that the 1967 Connecti- 
cut General Assembly will enact legis- 
lation which will correct this unfair 
and illogical tax burden upon Natural 
Areas. In order to ensure some local 
control over the type and amount of 
land removed from responsibility for 
such front-foot assessments, the law 
could provide that the Natural Area 
would be relieved from paying the 
front-foot assessments only if the local 
Planning Commission or Conservation 
Commission approved the Natural Area for 
this purpose. 

It might also be fair for the local 
town, if it absorbs the assessment which _ 
otherwise the Natural Area would have paid, 
to acquire a future lien against the Na- 
tural Area land. Thereby if the Natural 
Area were ever sold or converted to 
another use, the local government could 
obtain reimbursement for the benefit 
assessment it paid. In this manner the 
land would eventually pay its fair share 


when and if ever the land would actually 
benefit. 


BOOK REVIEW: "Disaster by Default" 


This 1966 book by Frank Graham, Jr. 
whose literary works include biographies 
of Margaret Chase Smith and Casey Stengel, 
was brought to our attention by the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. The book 
deals with our Nation's increasing water 
pollution problems and the efforts be- 
ginning to be made to control that pollu- 
tion. The book is largely a description 
of some of the efforts of the federal 
government to act where local governments 
have defaulted in their responsibility 
to protect public water resources. 


Mr. Graham writes, ''Any attempt to 
clean up outrageous sources of pollution 
is declared by some local politicians and 
businessmen, even in cases where the public 
health is jeopardized, to be an attempt to 
undercut the region's prosperity." However, 
he quotes Senator Muskie of Maine concerning 
lax enforcement of existing anti-pollution 
laws: '"We haven't lost any industry in 
Maine because we enforced anti-pollution 
laws there, but we have scared away new 
industries because of our dirty rivers." 


The book relates many of the efforts 
of Attorney Murray Stein of the U. S. Public 
Health Service in holding conferences to 
establish time tables by which to clean up 
pollution in various of our interstate 
rivers. Mr. Graham's writing is easy to 
read, but the number of successful clean-= 
up campaigns he can describe are few and 
far between. Even where expensive treat- 
ment facilities have been installed, as in 
Omaha, Nebraska many years ago, with in- 
creasing population and increasing complexi- 
ty of types of pollution it is estimated 
that its multi-million plant now consti- 
tutes only a holding action. 

This book is aptly titled since it is 
a natration of many disasters by default. 
It is a valuable book for any of us in= 
terested in the total picture of really 
how bad is water pollution and what is 
being done to control water pollution. 


Editor's Note: For reference purposes: 
"DISASTER BY DEFAULT= Politics and Water 
Pollution", Frank Graham, Jr. with Intro- 
duction by Harry and Bonaro Overstreet; M. 
Evans & Co., Inc., N.Y, distributed in 


associatton with J, B, Lippincott Co., 
Philadelphia and New York, 1966. 
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AN HISTORIC CONSERVATION DECISION IN 
CONNECTICUT = Towards Preservation of 
the Natural Beauty of our Rivers 


In an historic conservation deci- 
sion, the Connecticut Water Resources 
Commission recently decided that all 
utility company transmission lines 
must go underground across rivers in 
Connecticut instead of overhead as in 
the past. The Commission's decision 
gave utility companies five years to. 
make necessary changes. The actual 
matter before the Commission was an 
application for a permit over the 
Connecticut River but the decision is 
to be generally applied to all rivers 
in Connecticut, 


The public desire for this improved 
underground method of crossing our 
State's waterways has been growing for 
some time. With the tremendous growth 
of electrical services and the accompany- 
ing need for more and more power cables 
have come public efforts to protect our 
landscape from further slashing of the 
countryside and from artificial networks 
over our riverways. 


Many enlightened utility officials 
have known for some time that the public 
would be insisting on such a mova. Our 
utility companies lost a chance for 
leadership in failing to recognize the 
inevitableness of this improved method of 
crossing our State's waterways and sub- 
mitting an underground proposal of their 
own. Instead, clinging to past practices 
they attempted to obtain permission for 
placing yet another overhead aerial 
transmission line across the Connecticut 
River. 


Since this significant conservation 
decision, a utility company has appealed 
the decision to Court. In Court we, the 
public, will have to pay not only the 
cost of the Attorney General's fees to 
defend the Water Resources Commission but 
also the cost of the fees of the utility 
company's battery of attorneys (through 
our monthly utility bills) who will at- 
tack the decision. Such action by the 
utility company with the overwhelming 
record of public support for underground 


lines across our rivers could be considered 
a disregard of the public's clearly ex- 
pressed mandate. It is hoped that the Court, 
upon review of this matter, will take a 
broad enlightened public view and not de- 
cide this important public matter exclu- 
sively upon some narrow legalistic concept 
such as navigability. 


We conservationists are beginning to 
find comprehensive environmental under- 
standing by members of our Water Resources 
Commission in such decisions as this one, 
It is hoped that other state and federal 
agencies will follow their excellent lead 
and will use such a comprehensive concept 
when considering their powers and respon- 
sibilities to protect public values. What 
might be called the single factor, narrow, 
legalistic or pigeon-hole type of agency 
attitude may be often used and easy to 
comprehend and administer. However, such 
a narrow or single factor attitude often 
totally fails to give the type of protec- 
tion which we as members of the public 
need in our 1966 interdependent, inter- 
actional and densely populated society. 


One wishes the utility companies 
would channel a small portion of the 
tremendous amounts of money they expend 
for spot advertising on TV for self- 
praise to provide instead the funds for 
the slight extra cost that underground 
cables might cause. So far as is known 
the public has never asked the utility 
companies to spend high sums of our 
money (collected in our monthly bills) 
for repetitive and expensive TV spot 
advertising. In fact most of the public, 
one suspects, would probably prefer not 
to be bothered with such ads. The public 
has asked that the beauty of our river- 
ways be preserved. Why don"t the utility 
companies respond to what the public 
wants? 
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CONSERVANCY PRESIDENT (continued) 


other private conservation groups and 
agencies of the federal, state and kocal 
governments. 


Much time and effort has been spent 
by our National Board of Governors to 
select such a capable man to lead the 
Conservancy. Mr. Foster will be the 
featured speaker at the National Annual 
Meeting and Conference at Shenandoah on 
September 10th. 


BULLETINS LISTING FOR THE CONNECTICUT 
CHAPTER 


In the April 1966 Chapter Newsletter 
your Editor instituted an index of bulle- 
tins which the Connecticut Chapter has 
available for its membership. The follow- 
ing bulletins should be added to this 
listing. 

Any interested person is invited to 
send for any of those listed from the > 
Newsletter Editor. An attempt to meet 
costs on reprints of certain publications 
does cause the Chapter to ask for dona- 
tions as noted below. 
nated these bulletins are free upon re- 
quest, 


CONNECTICUT'S COASTAL MARSHES - A 

Vanishing Resource 
- The Connecticut Chapter has a supply 
of this Connecticut College Arboretum 
Bulletin #12 which it makes available 
to Chapter members on a basis of one 
copy free to each member 40¢ apiece 
thereafter. 


OUR DISAPPEARING TIDAL MARSHES - Their 
Present Status 
- A four-page Insert in the reprint 
of the above Connecticut College Arbo- 
retum Bulletin #12. 


CONNECTICUT'S HERITAGE OF BEAUTY AND 
VALUE 

- A brochure describing the plight 
of our vanishing marshlands and giving 
a plea for help. Published by the Save 
the Wetlands Committee. 10¢ each. 


Unless so desigen’: ;515 0° 


CONSERVATION YEARBOOKS BY THE U. S. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE -INTERIOR 


Your Editor has recently obtained copies 
of the Conservation Yearbooks No. 1 = en- 
titled "Quest for Quality" (98 pages) and 
No. 2 = entitled ''The Population Challenge" 
(82 pages) published by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of the interior... 


They are both high quality publications 


replete with. extensive photographic and 
written material on the vital needs of 


conservation statesmanship today. The 
reading of them.is ‘recommended to everyone. 

They are available from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C, 20402. (Yearbook 
No. 1 = $1.00; No. 2 = $1.25.) 
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


National Office: 
1522 K Street, NW . 
Washington, D. C. 20005 


Connecticut Chapter Chairman: 
Mrs. Agnew A. Talcott 
96 Five Mile River Road 
Darien, Connecticut 


Newsletter Editor: 
Mrs. Richard M. Bowers 
Box 147 
Old Mystic, Connecticut 
06372 


Contributors to this edition of the 
Connecticut Chapter Newsletter: 


Atty. Richard M. Bowers 

Excerpt from the "Sanctuary" 
publication of the Long Island 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 


Any material published in this Newsletter 
may be reprinted without permission; cre-= 


dit would be appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 


or articles for the Chapter Newsletter. 
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* * * A Date To Reserve * * * 


ANNUAL MEETING 
of the Connecticut Chapter 


of The Nature Conservancy 


Saturday, October 22, 1966 


and a tour of 


DEVIL! § DEN 


Weston, Connecticut 


(Details will be sent out by special 
bulletin to all Chapter members.) 


